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Aikman Pacesetters program is designed to
orient new employees—from hourly wage
earners to top level management—in the com-
pany. The outdoor adventure program builds
team work, respect, and problemsolving skills.
During my tour, I learned that this program
broke down barriers for employees, making
them feel part of a team and company right
away.

A second educational effort within Collins
and Aikman is its continuous, internal GED
program. The company decided that instead of
sending employees out to classes, it would
bring the classes to the employees. Like
Pacesetters, this program has helped develop
an empowered, creative work force. Teachers
conduct classes in a room set on the factory
floor. Classes are held 2 days a week in 2-
hour shifts, and participants go to class on the
clock during work hours.

Since the company started this program 5
years ago, 115 employees—25 percent of the
Collins and Aikman hourly work force—have
earned high school equivalences. They have
become part of the central core of trained em-
ployees who manage high-technology equip-
ment and make daily, critical decisions that
companies depend upon to stay competitive.
Going back to school has been made easier
for employees, and the resulting self-esteem
and pride are immeasurable. Productivity and
quality of work have improved yearly, and the
trained work force has been instrumental in
breakthrough discoveries such as the closed
loop carpet recycling program.

As testament to these successes, Collins
and Aikman Floorcoverings has recently been
awarded the Success Track Outstanding Em-
ployer Award from the Georgia Department of
Labor. I am pleased to bring these innovative
examples in corporate leadership to your at-
tention. Such environmental and educational
practices help prepare our country for the
challenges of the 21st century.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to congratulate The Times
newspaper as it celebrates its receipt of two
first-place and two third-place honors in the
Hoosier Press Association’s 1996–97 Ad
Award Contest. The Times has also been
named the Hoosier State Press Association’s
‘‘Blue Ribbon Newspaper of the Year’’ for 4
consecutive years.

In the highly competitive field of newspaper
advertising, garnering two first-place and two
third-place honors serves as a testament to
the outstanding quality of The Times, its close-
knit relationship to the community, and the
high caliber of its staff. The award winning
Times staff includes: Betty Durochik, Lisa
Tatina, Dan Lavin, Kathy Campbell, Mary Al-
exander, Cindy Carstenson, and Mike
Scamihorn. Betty Durochik and Lisa Tatina
took first-place honors in the miscellaneous
category of the Hoosier Press Association’s
contest for their work on the ‘‘Home for the
Holidays’’ advertisement section. Dan Lavin
and Kathy Campbell received first-place hon-

ors in the Special Projects, Promotion or Spe-
cial Sections that have one common theme
category for ‘‘Calumet City’s Retail Dining Di-
rectory.’’ Cindy Carstenson and Mike
Scamihorn received third-place honors for
‘‘Taste of Chocolate’’ Recipe Cards in the best
Non-Inserted Promotion category. Betty
Durochik, Lisa Tatina, and Mary Alexander
placed third for ‘‘Welcome to Schererville’’ in
the Downtown Council, Shopping Center or
Community-wide Group of Merchants cat-
egory. The Times was judged in the division
for newspapers with a circulation of greater
than 10,000 by members of the Ohio News-
paper Advertising Executives Association.

The Hoosier Press Association’s 1996–97
Ad Award Contest demonstrates a continu-
ation of the proud and outstanding journalistic
tradition upon which The Times was founded.
The newspaper’s maintenance of this strong
tradition is especially evident in its receipt of
the Hoosier State Press Association’s ‘‘Blue
Ribbon Newspaper of the Year Award’’ for 4
consecutive years. Earning this award has
given The Times the distinction of being one
of Indiana’s finest newspapers.

Founded in June of 1906, The Times was
established by Canadian stock and grain oper-
ations industrialist, Sidmon McHie, to serve as
a vital source of local information for North-
west Indiana. Originally called the ‘‘Lake
County Times,’’ the newspaper was based in
downtown Hammond on Fayette Street and
Hohman Avenue. The paper grew and pros-
pered over the years, and its name was
changed to The Hammond Times in 1933. In
1967, with the addition of a bureau in South
Lake County, the paper’s name was changed
to The Times. Ownership of The Times contin-
ued in the McHie family trust until May, 1962,
when the paper was sold to Robert S. How-
ard, President and founder of Howard Publica-
tion, Inc. Under the direction of Howard Publi-
cation, The Times relocated to Munster, IN, in
1989, and currently publishes seven uniquely
zoned editions.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other
esteemed colleagues join me in commending
The Times on its award winning performance.
Through the hard work and dedication of its
employees, past and present, The Times has
remained true to its mission of being a vital
source of information for the communities of
Northwest Indiana.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to introduce an important piece of
women’s health legislation—The Tampon
Safety and Research Act of 1997. The re-
search called for in this bipartisan bill will fi-
nally give women the accurate information
they need to make informed decisions about
their health as it relates to tampon use.

Why is this issue important? Because tam-
pons and other related products often contain
additives, synthetic fibers, and dioxin. Dioxin is
a toxic byproduct of the paper manufacturing
process. Wood pulp, as well as the rayon
used in nearly all tampons, undergoes several

production processes; a common method is
chlorine bleaching, a process which results in
the formation of dioxin and other contami-
nants. As a result, trace amounts of dioxin is
present in most paper products, from toilet
paper to tampons.

Dioxins are also found in varying levels
throughout the environment, but are women
being subjected to additional and potentially
avoidable exposures to dioxin through tampon
use? Let me put dioxin in perspective, be-
cause we only have to consult recent history
to know of the potentially disastrous effects of
this substance. Dioxin is a member of the
organochlorine group, which includes the con-
taminants found in agent orange, the Vietnam
war-era defoliant, and at Love Canal.

But let’s consult the experts, too. According
to a 1994 report issued by the Environmental
Protection Agency, dioxins are a known ani-
mal cancer-causing agent as well as a prob-
able human carcinogen. My bill is specifically
concerned with the possible links between
dioxin in tampons and ovarian, cervical, and
breast cancers, as well as other potential haz-
ards.

A 1996 EPA study has also linked dioxin ex-
posure with increased risks for endometriosis,
an often painful menstrual-related condition
that is a leading cause of infertility. Further,
the EPA has concluded that people with high
exposure to dioxins may be at risk for other
effects that could suppress the immune sys-
tem, increase the risk of pelvic inflammatory
disease, reduce fertility, and possibly interfere
with normal fetal and childhood development.

The EPA conclusions regarding dioxin expo-
sure are particularly alarming in light of a 1989
Food and Drug Administration report, which
stated that ‘‘possible exposures from all other
medical device sources would be dwarfed by
the potential tampon exposure.’’ Why? Be-
cause tampons are used by up to 70 percent
of menstruating women in the United States,
and the average woman may use as many as
11,400 tampons during her lifetime. If dioxin is
putting women at risk, could the long-term use
of tampons increase that risk?

What makes these toxic residues in tam-
pons even more disturbing is that they come
in direct contact with some of the most ab-
sorbent tissue in a woman’s body. According
to Dr. Phillip Tierno, Jr., director of microbi-
ology and immunology at New York University
Medical Center, almost anything placed on
this tissue—including dioxin—gets absorbed
into the body.

According to researchers, dioxin is stored in
fatty tissue—just like that found in the vagina.
And the fact is that women have more body
fat than men, possibly allowing them to more
efficiently store dioxins from all sources, not
just tampons. Worse yet, the effects of dioxin
are cumulative, and can be measured as
much as 20 or 30 years after exposure. This
accumulation is cause for particular concern,
because a woman may be exposed to dioxin
in tampons for approximately 40 years over
the course of her reproductive life.

The question, of course, is why it is accept-
able to have this toxic substance in tampons—
despite the advice of an FDA scientist to the
contrary. A 1989 agency document reported
that ‘‘the most effective risk management
strategy would be to assure that tampons, and
menstrual pads for good measure, contain no
dioxin.’’ And why has there been far more
testing on the possible health effects of chlo-
rine-bleached coffee filters that on chlorine-
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